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The way forward 2018/ 2019 
“Historic Racing is one of the most vibrant branches of 

motorsport in the western world.” 

 

 
 

Perspective 
 

Our 17th Passion for Speed/ David Piper International is now concluded.  

Considering where we started with historic racing (HRCR – Historic Racing Car 

Register) in the early eighties, the aggressive export of the icon cars from the 

1930’s, 1950’s, the amazing 1960 to 1976 period, and the Super Touring cars of the 
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early 1990’s , a collapsing currency and some major strategic errors on the way.  

Historic Racing in South Africa has done remarkably well.   

 

At Kyalami in 1986 I fielded three cars in order to get a field of 15 cars on the grid!  

(That’s all we had)  Today we have an active HTP register of over 350 cars.  Most of 

them are not original and many are re-creations/type cars of the period but the 

fact remains they represent historic racing. 

 

When the 1988 Kyalami re-opened we had a very poor standing with the new 

Kyalami promoters.  One race a year!  Our racing was confined to Lichtenberg, 

Welkom and one Kyalami.  We were desperate.  We initially got involved with 

Midvaal but this venture (it stalled until 1990) would not have given us what we 

needed.   

 

Then David Cohen came with the proposal of the old Zwartkops Drive In circuit 

(2km half the size-twice the fun).  David and Ray had imported some real cars 

McLaren, MG6, Ford GT40, Elva, Lola, Porsche 904 etc.   Gary Dunkerly and myself 

joined David and Ray and R1M was spent on the circuit.  “Half the size – Twice the 

fun” – and it worked.  We initiated a large number of new innovations amongst 

which was the national historic day – Bosal was our sponsor.  We had some 80 

entries in 1990.  For various reasons I closed Zwartkops in 1996 as by that stage 

Midvaal had done some good, Kyalami had eased up and we still had 

Lichtenberg. 

 

Things did not quite work out the way I envisaged and having secured 

proclamation Zwartkops was rebuilt in 2000/ 2001. 

 

In 2002 we had our first David Piper day.  There was a 10 km traffic jam to get in to 

the circuit (still the old R55).  I was close to a nervous breakdown.  A week before 

the event we had minimal sponsors.  We were rescued by Chris Thompson CEO of 

Gold Fields of South Africa.  What a day.  Some 180 entries! 
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Historic racing had taken off in the UK with the Goodwood Festival and in 1998 the 

revival.  After attending the 2002 revival it was clear to me that the only way 

forward would be for South Africans to claim their 9 Hour/ Springbok Series 

heritage.  The 1960’s early 70’s Kyalami 9 Hour produced events that made world 

history.  This is what we had to capitalise on. 

 

In 2003 a new historic series was born - The Legends of the 9 Hour.  We started with 

22 cars (mostly sports racing/GT as the SCC HRCR wrote the Chevrons, Porsches 

out of their regulations so they had nowhere to go) 

 

Initially the Legends Series comprised Pre’1966 Production cars, Pre’1966 Sports & 

GT and Pre’1974 ISP.  From 22 cars the Legend Series has today over 155 active 

cars (260 if we include those which are parked or now reside in private museums).  

The prime mover in the stimulation of historics has been the Internationals. 

 

The HRCR now Historic Racing Club of SA has also seen unprecedented growth 

with a register (together with Midvaal historics) of at least 250 cars.  This all adds up 

to close to 500 cars in the Gauteng area alone.  This is a great achievement 

however there are major issues and some dark clouds on the horizon.   

 

What’s the appeal and motivation of Historic Racing? 
 

1. Public Appeal – the public support is huge when events are appropriately 

structured with social interaction. 

2. The circuit owners and promoters view historic racing as a major drawcard.  

Almost every western world’s circuit include historic events as major events. 

3. Historic racing produced unmatched variety of cars and makes. 

4. Drivers and cars emulate their/ heroes and icon cars and makes of the past. 

5. Nostalgia has a major appeal with participants and the public rarity is the 

appeal. 

6. The stimulation of enterprise.  The engineering and creative art of re-creation 

plays a significant role.  In South Africa the re-creation of cars both raced 

locally and exported has become an industry.  

7. Cars and competition has become a major spectacle.  Unlike modern 

racing where aero aids and technology plays a significant role.  Historic 

racers driven competently produce some of the most challenging motor 

racing. 

8. Historic racers represent period under the FIA appendix K rules.  In South 

Africa we have had to seriously compromise the rules in order to make 

historic racing reasonably affordable.  
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The Result 
 

Historic motorsport is booming across the world at a time when many categories 

are not only struggling but public interest is on the decline. 

 

There are however dark clouds 
 

There are however very dark clouds gathering over Historic motorsport 

internationally but more so in South Africa.  In summary these are: 

 

1. The cost of historic racing.  To go historic racing is substantially more 

expensive than “club/ regional racing”.  There is no cheap way. 

2. Competitors are re-engineering old cars to “run on rails” and to challenge 

contemporary formulas. 

3. Lack of understanding as to what historic racing is all about.  (Appeal and 

motivation).  To believe that highly re-engineered VW Beetles can be 

acceptable to promoters and fellow competitors when such a vehicle can 

lap faster than a mid-1964 Shelby Daytona is fallacious to say the least. 

4. The FIA cut off year for historics is 1990.  Anything post 1990 is not historic.  In 

addition there are makes and models precluded due to these makes and 

models being produced in numbers on the same platform as Pre’1990.  This is 

a major problem when it comes to VW and certain BMW lines. 

5. Promoters who are prepared to compromise and adhere to competitors 

wants include these vehicles to make up numbers are a serious threat to the 

sport.   There is a South African rule set in the 80’s that a car which is racing in 

contemporary categories is precluded from historics for at least 10 years.  
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Conclusion 
 

Historic racing in South Africa has enduring appeal.  We have come a long way 

and the opportunity to have our own International participative events.  There is 

still plenty of opportunity to grow and develop.  However, if we allow 

“contemporary clubmans and ridiculously modified cars” into the very special 

identity we have we will lose public appeal, nostalgia, variety, circuit owners 

support, cars, competition, and enterprise will fly out of window.  Then we will be 

confined to history. 

 

Peter du Toit 

 

                 
 

 

 


